for, as John Vassallo of New Jersey's Division of Alcoholic erage Control points out, "Alcoholic beverage taxes or pi (in the control states) are very important to the econorr almost every state."
People who suspect they would be adversely affected tax increase can be expected to make their voices heard legislature. The alcoholic beverage industry has traditio? been a powerful constituency, and their influence on ak policy can be strong. Michael Fox of the Ohio General Assei has experienced this kind of pressure firsthand:
A lot of folks make a good living selling alcoholic beverages, and the) for years contended that tax policy affects consumption. I spent four on the state government committee in Ohio, and all we heard in that mittee were what we affectionately called "booze bills." One after an the tavern owners and the wholesalers would come before us and say, are putting us out of business, this is affecting our sales. . . ."
I mention this as a word of caution. There is a real world out there in legislators get beat over the head. If a bill goes to a state governmenl mittee or a similar committee in one of the legislatures, it will have £ time getting out of committee because such committees are dominal people who are generally friendly to the industry.
One way that legislators have made tax increases mo] ceptable to the public is by earmarking portions of the rev* obtained for use in specific alcohol treatment or preve programs. Small taxes on alcohol can generate relatively revenues for alcohol programs, and several states have al: taken steps in this direction. New York State requires tha of the money collected from drunk driving fines be reti to the county where the arrest was made for educatioi prevention programs. Other states require drunk drivers t for their own treatment programs. Such links between and effect can be politically essential. "It has become very c says Alfred McAlister of the University of Texas, "that tr litical acceptability of such a tax increase depends on wb the public perceives some connection, an earmarking or i sion of a portion of the funds, to prevention programs."
But the earmarking of funds also has its difficulties. A< ing to Jane Smith Patterson, Secretary of Administration f
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